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Second Congregational Church UCC, P.O. Box 164, 205 Main Street, Norway, ME 04268 

  (207) 743-2290 ~ e-mail: seconch@megalink.net ~ website: seconch.com 
     SEPTEMBER 2021  ~ WORSHIP        ~ SUNDAY SCHOOL       ~ CHILDCARE         SUNDAYS AT 10 AM  

 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM  
PASTOR SARA 

 
“All shall be well, and all shall be 
well and all manner of thing shall 
be well…” 
 
This quote is gifted to us from 
Julian of Norwich, a woman who 
was not only a mystic in her 
lifetime, but one whose life story is 
a mystery for the ages. Julian is one 
of my favorite all-time favorite 
Christians, in part because she 
reminds me how I should live into 
the divine’s unconditional love for 
all.  
For those who may not have heard 
of Julian, she lived during a 
worldwide pandemic known as the 
“Black Death.” This pandemic 
stole 20% of the world’s population 
and with a backdrop of revolts, 
class warfare, and labor shortages, 
this was not a fun time in which to 
live. Julian herself contracted this 
disease, and at one point became so 
ill and pained, it was believed she 
was on her deathbed. 
So, why did she write this quote 
with so much pain and suffering 
going on around and within her?  
Notice this quote does NOT say 
everything is going to be perfect, 

nor does it state everything is going 
to work out the way human beings 
want it to. This quote does not say 
that life is going to be fair. But 
what this quote conveys is a 
message given to Julian by Jesus 
during a mystical experience: God 
is with all of us, even when life 
circumstances are hard and 
challenging. God is with us, and all 
will be well in God. 
 
I lift up we too face circumstances 
which cause us pain, we live in a 
worldwide pandemic, and we live 
in a time of social challenges.  But 
we are also called to remember that 
all will be well. Not perfect, but all 
will be well. God is with us, and 
God loves us unconditionally.  
All will be well, God loves you 
unconditionally.  
 
 

 
Message from the Moderator 
 
We really should be celebrating!  I bet 
some of you are thinking “celebrating 
what?”.  Is she talking about hiring a new 
minister?  Or the amount of funds that the 
indoor yard sales have produced?  Or did 
we miss some big anniversary or 
birthday?  While all those things would be 
nice to celebrate – what we need to 
celebrate is that our church has done a 
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great job of surviving this pandemic and 
all the changes we have had to go through 
to get us to where we are right now.  We 
have not lost anyone to Covid!  We have 
continued to “Be the Church” – not just to 
ourselves and each other but to our 
community!  We have not run away from 
the challenges that this pandemic has 
brought us, but have found ways to 
worship together with technology that we 
barely knew was available, to share 
ourselves with our community and to 
keep supporting each other. 
And just a reminder, we have also 
managed to accomplish a lot of things 
around our church during this time.  Our 
upstairs bathroom has been made more 
“user friendly” for those who need 
wheelchairs and both bathrooms upstairs 
and downstairs have been painted.  The 
water damage outside the church by the 
choir room and on the other side of the 
entrance has been repaired, window sills 
have been replaced, the front door has 
been painted and the shingles around the 
front entrance have been repaired and 
painted, shrubbery that had been taking 
over outside the church and parsonage has 
been cleaned out, we have upgraded our 
internet access and purchased new 
equipment for online services.  We have 
fed people, found ways to fundraise in 
different ways, uplifted our community 
with pumpkins, luminaries and outside 
nativity scene – all during challenging 
times.  It has not been easy!  But we have 
found ways to make things possible when 
things seemed “impossible”.  So we 
should be celebrating, don’t you think?!! 
Yes, I know that our journey during this 
crazy time is not over, and that we need to 
stay focused on all the precautions that 

has helped us to stay well.  I am just as 
tired as you are of what we have been 
dealing with for the last 18 months and 
more.  But a little bit of celebration can 
help us to stay focused on all the things 
we need to continue to do.  We have 
made great strides in our technology and 
are continuing to look for ways to 
improve, to make our online service the 
best it can be.  We need to determine the 
best way forward as colder weather 
arrives so that we can continue to meet 
together in-person.  I have no doubt that 
we will do the research we need and will 
decide on the best way that can work for 
all of us.   
I believe that we have a good future ahead 
of us!  We have been tested and we stayed 
strong!  As we step into the future with 
our new minister, may we be open to 
listening, to trying new things, and to 
keeping our faith strong and continue to 
share God’s love with each other and our 
community. 
Blessings to you all! 
Pam Davison, Moderator 
 
 
Pumpkins 
Last October we filled the front stairs of 
the church with pumpkins as a way to 
share upbeat and positive messages with 
our community.  It was so nice to drive by 
the church and see them and to share 
them with our community.  It will soon be 
pumpkin season again.  We would like to 
do that again and ask each family that is 
able, to bring a pumpkin with a positive 
message or decorated in some way, to fill 
the stairs again. 
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Does the church have your correct 
contact information? 
Do we have your correct contact 
information: mailing address, email 
address, phone numbers?  We are 
updating our information, so please let us 
know if anything has changed.   
 
Thank you for your continued financial 
support! 
We appreciate your continued support by 
sending in your pledge or contributions to 
our church.  Our expenses continue even 
in the midst of a pandemic!  Your faithful 
contributions help us to pay our staff, 
keep the heat, water, internet and 
telephone functioning and our other 
expenses for our two buildings.  We 
couldn’t do it without your continued 
support! 
 
Indoor Yard Sale: 
We had another successful yard sale on 
Saturday, August 28.  In the past that date 
would have been our annual outdoor yard 
sale!  Our sale was very busy with many 
people attending and we raised $2,601.21!  
Since April these yard sales have raised a 
total of $12,444,21!   
It is a lot of work to prepare for these 
sales but we are fortunate that we have 
such a generous community that supports 
our church with some great donations!  
We price things to go and make them 
affordable so everyone can shop and find 
something they need.  If all goes well we 
will have two more sales on Saturday, 
September 18 and Saturday, October 16.  
All sales are from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  
We will be needing another cashier for 
the September sale. Please come and help 
if you can.   

Drive Thru Free Supper 
We had a very busy Free Supper in 
August and gave out 120 Taco Salad 
meals!  A new recipe that was perfect for 
a warm summer night!  Our next Free 
Supper will be Friday, September 17 
starting at 5:00 p.m. until the meals are 
gone.  Our menu will be Spaghetti with 
Italian Sausage and homemade cookies.  
As always, we will have a vegetarian 
option available.  
  
Welcome Rev. Sara Bartlett 
Thank you to the Search Committee for 
the work they have done during a search 
for our new minister.  Our church is 
excited to welcome Rev. Sara Bartlett and 
her family into the life of our church.  
Sara will be starting September 1, 2021 
and her first Sunday in the pulpit will be 
September 5th.  We hope you all will be 
available to attend our in-person service 
or our live streaming of the service.   
 
Thank You Lay Leaders 
A very big thank you to all those who 
stepped forward and helped to fill the 
pulpit and lead the services through July 
& August.  We have some very talented 
people who shared music, prayers and 
messages during this time.  We truly 
appreciate each and every one of you for 
being willing to help our church when we 
needed you!   
 
Drive thru pancake breakfast –  On 
Saturday, October 3, our chef Keith 
Tilsley will be cooking pancakes from 8-
11 am outside the Church.  Please join us 
for plain, blueberry or chocolate chip 
pancakes, bacon or sausage.   
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TRUSTEE NEWS 
 

We have a glitch and a gap creating 
problems at our main entry into the 
church building.  We have a glitch – a 
defect of the door hardware that has been 
pestering us for over a year. Repairs have 
not solved the problem and it keeps 
getting worse.  

We also have a gap between the 
threshold and the ground under it. The 
“porch,” as I call the asphalt surface 
outside the door, has sunk over the years, 
and there is a two-inch gap between the 
ground and the door threshold.  

If you are thinking these are easy 
problems to solve, you would be wrong. 
We have looked into replacing the doors 
and the hardware, but the Trustees feel 
that that estimate is excessive, and it does 
not include an automatic door opener, 
which we would like to have. And it does 
not solve the gap problem. 

We have asked the company to 
give us an estimate on new hardware for 
the existing doors, but we have nothing 
from them yet. 

The gap problem is a bigger one. 
We are planning to have contractors look 
at it. You may have noticed that the 
railing is tilting out, and the brickwork is 
developing cracks. It may involve 
replacing the entire ramp and “porch” to 
lift up the surface to meet the threshold. 

In the meantime, we have installed 
a rubber threshold ramp which will help 
wheelchairs and walkers get into the 
building.  

On the better news side, our good 
snowbird friends Ray and Charlotte 

Snedeker arrived in town in the spring 
and quarantined for two weeks before 
they could come out into the sunshine. 
Since then, they have helped with the free 
suppers and the yard sales. Ray has 
worked on sills on the Paris Street side of 
the church. He replaced shingles on the 
tower and painted the front doors. And he 
is working at winterizing the parsonage. 

Another piece of good news is that 
a big gap has been filled. It is official -- 
our August yard sale has filled the 
$12,000 gap we had in the 2021 budget. 
Many thanks to the yard sale crew and 
our supportive community. 

Since coming back into the church 
building for worship services, we have 
been ventilating the sanctuary by opening 
the doors and using fans to move air. 
When cold weather comes, this may not 
be possible. We have learned that other 
churches are making DIY air purifiers, 
and we will look into this possibility. 

                                                                                                         
John Ellis 
 
 
 
 

MISSION COMMITTEE  
  
The Mission Committee wishes to thank 
our church family for their continued 
support of mission outreach.  We have 
been able to remain current with our 
OCWM pledge to the Maine Conference 
and have sent donations to most of the 
organizations that we support with our 
Mission Budget.  In addition we have 
continued to respond to the need to help 
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those experiencing food insecurity here in 
the Oxford Hills area. 
 
PACK THE BUS:  We are finishing up 
our collection of school materials and 
invite you to help us fill the box in the 
Cummings Room with school 
supplies.  This year we are also accepting 
"gift cards" for Hannaford and Walmart 
to give to the OHMS and OHCHS 
students.  Checks for these cards can also 
be sent to the church with "Pack the Bus" 
written in the memo line.  We will plan to 
dedicate these gifts during worship on 
September 5th. 
 
"FOUND MONEY" FOR SAFE 
PASSAGE:  Later in September we will 
be celebrating our "FOUND 
MONEY" special offering for Safe 
Passage.  This is our international mission 
outreach project that supports a 
comprehensive education, nutrition, 
health and wellness, adult education and 
support services for the children and 
families that live and work at the 
Guatemala City Dump in 
Guatemala.  Founded 21 years ago by 
Hanley Denning of Maine this nonprofit 
organization is based here in New 
Gloucester and its' mission is "to 
transform lives by providing students in 
the Guatemala City garbage dump 
community with an excellent education, a 
higher quality of life, and pathways to a 
job with dignity so they can achieve a 
better future for themselves and their 
families.  The pandemic interrupted their 
"in person" learning but the teachers were 
able to develop a distance learning model 
and also added a 9th grade level of 
learning.  Despite the pandemic the 

student advancement rates were almost 
100% and 99% of the staff and faculty 
were retained.  They also received 30 new 
laptops and utilized cellular technology to 
enhance the curriculum, and were able to 
form 13 new corporate partnerships to 
provide food, medicine, water , hygiene 
and school supplies. 
For several years members of our SCC 
family have collected "Found Money" 
throughout the year that we collect in 
September to send to help support the 
programs of Safe Passage.  This year we 
will gather these donations with a special 
offering on September 26th so there is 
still time to collect a few more "found" 
coins from the ground, floor, washing 
machine, or furniture cushions.  The 
Mission Committee thanks you in 
advance for your efforts and support of 
this project. 
 
UPCOMING: In October we will be 
celebrating the United Church of Christ 
special offering for NEIGHBORS IN 
NEED. 
 
  
 
 
	

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
09/10 Gary Howe 
09/10 Michael Wood 
09/14 Jeff Hollowell 
09/15 Mickie Shibles 
09/18 Sid Hollowell 
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SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 

 
 

  
3rd   Tom & Megan Arbour 
5th   Andy & Rhonda Chase 
18th Joel & Beth Kane 
22nd Melissa & Greg Gouin 
23rd  Chris & Valerie Weston 
25th  Ben & Amy Brodis 
29th  Andrew & Rachel Russell 

 
 
 
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS  

 

Bernie Gatchell, Zachary (Judy 
and Tere Porter’s grandson), 
Martha Farrington, Helen Heath, 

David Porter, John Higgins, Jane Munn, 
and P.J. Allen.  
  
 
Jane Gibson’s memorial service will take 
place on September 25 at 1:00 pm at 
McLaughlin Garden.  All are welcome. 
 
Thank you Linda Porter for the beautiful 
flowers that have decorated the altar each 
week at Church. 
 

 
 

Church Council  
Moderator, Pam Davison 
Collector, Carolyn Baker 
Treasurer, Jane Munn 
Clerk, Susan Prindall 

Shirli Allen Heald, Deb Ladner, 
Mary-Jane Robichaud, John Ellis, 
Deb Fickett, Linda Porter (member 

at large) 
Trustees  

Deb Ladner, Keith Ladner, Foster 
Shibles,  Buck Gouin, Melissa 

Wood, John Ellis, Randy Butters.    
Spiritual Life & Leadership 
Shirli-Allen Heald, Christina 

Bigelow, Mary-Jane Robichaud, 
Mickie Shibles, Melissa Wood 

Deacons 
 Robert & Debbie Fickett, Laura 
Gouin, Mary-Jane Robichaud, 

Mary Gatchell, Christina Bigelow, 
Michele Johnson, Jon Ladd. 

Mission Committee 
Mickie Shibles, Linda Porter, Jane 

Munn, Bruce Davison, Trudy 
Brown. 

Youth and Family Team 
Melissa Wood, Annie Tilsley 

Stewardship 
Deb Ladner, Jean Saunders, Dave 

Porter, and John Ellis 
Church Staff 

Minister: Sara Bartlett 
Director of Music: Shirli Allen 

Heald 
Organist/Pianist: Elaine Emery, Ed 

Baldridge 
Office Hours 

Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. to noon 
or by appointment. 

 


