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SECONCH 
Second Congregational Church UCC, P.O. Box 164, 205 Main Street, Norway, ME 04268 

  (207) 743-2290 ~ e-mail: seconch@megalink.net ~ website: seconch.com 
             JANUARY  2021   ~ WORSHIP        ~ SUNDAY SCHOOL       ~ CHILDCARE         SUNDAYS AT 10 AM  
 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM PETER 

Dear Friends of Second Church, 
 
 While you have heard me say this 
before, I never tire of seeing it.  Driving 
Rte. 26 as the road traverses the hills 
northwestward, I slow down when I 
approach the spots where I know the view 
of Mt. Washington nears.  It’s an even 
more special treat in the winter months, 
once the mountain is snow-capped.  It is 
truly majestic; breathtaking; a beautiful 
sight. 
 The prominence of Mt. Washington 
as it towers above the land has a way of 
putting things in perspective for me.  As I 
observe the mountain looming, I sense the 
eternal presence of God.  This God, while 
larger than life in so many ways, is 
nevertheless firmly rooted in creation.  
This God, while watching over us, abides 
with us day in and day out. 
 My wish is that each one of you 
retain a perspective that keeps your faith 
strong.  There are so many ways to view 
the eternal - in our divine surroundings, 
through the arts, as people care for one 
another, in worship and prayer.  May your 
inner Spirit stand up and rejoice whenever 
and wherever you are enabled to catch a 
glimpse of God’s Holiness. 
 I am grateful to have spent the last 
9 months and 1 week at Second Church.  

Although not a normal time to be 
together, it was my privilege to be with 
you and to sing our praises to God.  
Thank you for my parting gift and the 
many warm words.  I depart, knowing 
that God’s presence is grounded firmly in 
your love.   
 
 Blessings and Peace to you all, 
 
   Peter  

 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE 
MODERATOR 

 
 
Goodbye 2020 – we are not sorry to see 
you go!   
Welcome 2021!  We are looking to you 
with feelings of hope for a healthier and 
safer new year and more bright spots over 
the next few months.  
I hope that you found ways to celebrate 
our Advent season in new and different 
ways.  Did you enjoy our live nativity that 
we presented on December19th?  I know 
that it helped to bring some Christmas 
spirit to all of us who participated.  Did 
you join our Christmas Eve service with 
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the great pageant provided by all our 
children in a unique presentation of the 
Christmas story; all the music by the choir 
and our special surprise of O Holy Night 
by Jacob Allen.  What a wonderful gift 
for all of us! 
Now it is time to look to the future!  We 
welcome Sharon Rankin and Nick Moody 
onto our staff and look forward to what 
we can create for our church family and 
our friends in our community and beyond.  
But we also need to look beyond the next 
six months and what our church would 
like to accomplish and plan for when we 
meet for our annual meeting in June.  I 
know that we can accomplish some 
amazing things when we all work 
together! 
Happy New Year! 
Blessings to all of you and your families. 
Pam Davison 
  

 
 

 
 DESIGNATED TERM MINISTER: 
We welcome Sharon Rankin as our 
designated term minister, who will join us 
starting January 4th.  Sharon is a Licensed 
Minister with standing in the Maine 
Conference by the Maine Cumberland 
Association.  She is Member in 
Discernment and has been approved for 
Ordination pending a call as of June 28, 
2020.  She and her wife Bec live in 
Windham and have two children, a son 
and daughter, and four grandchildren.  
Ministry is a second career for Sharon 
after 37 years working for the State of 
Maine DHHS.  She is a member of the 
Windham Hill UCC Church in Windham, 
ME and has been involved in various 

activities at that church.  She has been 
involved as the Christian Education 
Director of Westbrook Warren 
Congregational Church.  Check out her 
message in this issue of the Seconch to 
learn a little bit more about her.  Once we 
firm up a schedule with her, we hope that 
you take the opportunity to make 
arrangements to meet her and welcome 
her to Second Congregational Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
NEWS 

Your Stewardship Committee is 
ending the year with mixed emotions. The 
first emotion is GRATITUDE. During 
this most unusual year, the members and 
friends of our church have made 
contributions that allowed us to pay our 
bills and even make some needed 
improvements to our building. The 
Payroll Protection Program, thrift shop 
sales, the lobster lunch and necessary 
withdrawals from our investment account 
also helped us to get through the year. 

Special donations were made to 
help with our bathroom modification and 
toward the purchase of video equipment 
that will be used to record and play our 
services on Facebook.  

This generous giving and the 
efforts put into raising funds for our 
church fills our hearts with the emotion of 
GLADNESS.  

But we end the year with another 
emotion that doesn’t feel as good. It isn’t 
fear, it isn’t anger, it isn’t despair, it is 
just UNCERTAINTY. You see, we don’t 
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know what we can expect for giving in 
2021. We don’t have a giving problem, 
but we have a planning problem. Only 17 
of our households returned a PLAN OF 
GIVING card. That makes us a little 
NERVOUS.  

You should have received your 
PLAN OF GIVING card in November 
with an envelope to return it. I know 
where it might be. It might be under those 
left-over Thanksgiving napkins on the 
kitchen counter. Or more likely, it is in 
that pile of mail you received near the end 
of the year asking you to help feed the 
hungry, save the polar bears, and support 
the arts. I’ll wait  while you look……… 

It isn’t too late to send in that card. 
It will help us to know what to expect for 
contributions, and help us to plan for 
ministry and property expenditures. You 
can always give less or more than you 
planned if your circumstances change. 

We understand that it has been a 
year of uncertainty, and that emotion 
doesn’t feel good for you. It also doesn’t 
feel good to our Board of Trustees as they 
look ahead into the new year. 

As you know, we adopted a six 
month budget, and in June we will have 
an annual meeting to complete the yearly 
budget. We have uncertainty, but also 
hope, always hope that your faith that we 
are doing God’s work through our church 
will be the winner.  

If you couldn’t find the card, I 
would be happy to send you a new one if 
you contact me at jellis@megalink.net or 
743-3921. 

     
 John Ellis, Stewardship Committee 
 
 

 
 
MESSAGE FROM PASTOR SHAY 
OUR DESIGNATED TERM 
MINISTER 
 
Hello, my name is Sharon Rankin, and it 
is my joy to journey with you for the next 
six months as your Designated Term 
Pastor.  I am originally from Westbrook, 
Maine but now call Windham my home 
where I live with my wife Rebecca (Bec).  
We are blessed with two children (son 
and daughter), daughter-in-law and son-
in-law.  We have four grandchildren, 
three grandsons ages 10,12, 17 and a 13-
year-old granddaughter who all reside in 
Windham as well.   
In May of 2019 I retired from my thirty-
seven-year career with the State of 
Maine-DHHS, leaving state service to 
enter God’s service.  However, I have 
been involved in ministry most of my life 
in one form or another.  As a teenager, I 
did mission work one summer at the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation in South 
Dakota. I have done supply preaching 
over the last 20 years within the 
Cumberland Association.  I have been a 
Member in Discernment with the 
Cumberland Association for the past four 
years and a Licensed Pastor for almost 
two years. Most recently, I completed a 
three-month sabbatical position for Blue 
Point Congregational Church.  I also did 
supply preaching and worship with a 
covenant agreement for pastoral visitation 
for eight months with the Prides Corner 
Congregational Church in Westbrook.  I 
completed my Ecclesiastical Council in 
June of 2020 and I am approved for 
Ordination Pending Call.  I believe God 
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has called me for such a time as this and I 
look forward to pastoring your 
congregation as we move through the first 
half of 2021. 
One of my favorite writers and 
theologians, Presbyterian minister, 
Frederick Buechner wrote; “The place 
God calls you to is the place where your 
deep gladness and the world’s deep 
hunger meet.”   On December 18th, Pam 
Davison, your moderator, took my wife 
and me on a tour of your beautiful 
sanctuary, building and grounds and I met 
some of you who were busy doing God’s 
work.  During that time, I had the deep 
sense that 2nd Congregational Norway 
UCC is the place where your deep 
gladness and the world’s deep hunger 
meet as you work to be the hands and feet 
of Jesus Christ; opening the doors of your 
thrift shop, feeding the many by providing 
curbside dinners, and sharing the Good 
News via a live nativity.  2nd 
Congregational is where you shine the 
light of Christ (figuratively and literally) 
as we observed you preparing to 
distribute Christmas luminaries.  
As a church family and a faith 
community, you have weathered the 
challenging storms and tough times of 
2020 together.  It has not been easy but 
you have stayed the course continuing to 
faithfully serve God; in the words of the 
Apostle Paul, you “have kept the faith!”   
As we begin 2021 together, may we 
individually and collectively as a 
community of faith look to our ‘still 
speaking God,’ “the author and finisher of 
our faith,” as we discern God’s on-going 
call in our lives to act with justice, to love 
mercy and to walk humbly with our God. 
(Micah 6:8)    

There will still be difficult days ahead 
before we get to the other side of this 
pandemic and you are able to worship 
once again in your beautiful sanctuary.  
Until then, remember that you are beloved 
children of God!  May these lyrics to a 
song by Don Moen remind us all that our 
God, Emmanuel, who came to us on that 
first Christmas morn is a ‘Way Maker:’  
“God will make a way where there seems 
to be no way.  God works in ways we 
cannot see.  God will make a way for you 
and me. God will be our guide hold us 
closely to his side with love & strength 
for each new day - God will make a way.” 
(adapted and based on Isaiah 43:16-21)    
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Shay 
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DRIVE THRU FREE SUPPER: 
Our next drive thru free supper will be 
Friday, January 15, 2021.  The supper 
will begin at 5:00 p.m. until all meals are 
gone.  The menu will be spaghetti with 
meat sauce, biscuit and homemade 
cookie.  A nonmeat sauce will also be 
available. 
 
THANK YOU KELSEY WOOD! 
 
Thank you Kelsey Wood for all your 
work in helping our church to be able to 
worship together online.  You stepped 
forward and helped us to create a service 
in a format that we had never done before.  
You worked with many different people 
to make this happen.  You prepared a 
wonderful Christmas Eve pageant with all 
our children and youth as well.  We had 
many opportunities to learn this process 
together and your church wants you to 
know how much we appreciate all that 
you have done! 
 
 
THANK YOU REV. PETER FOSS! 
 
Thank you Peter for your help over the 
last few months.  When you heard of our 
need you offered to come and help us.  
The relief for our church family when that 
was announced was evident throughout 
the sanctuary.  A huge sigh of relief.  You 
came for 3 months and then extended 
your time again; and again; and again!  
While we are sending you off again with  
 
our heartfelt thanks, please know that you 
will always be a part of Second Church’s 

church family.  We also wish to extend 
our appreciation to Linda for supporting  
you during these months in the midst of a 
pandemic.  May you both enjoy getting 
back to retirement!  We hope that you and 
Linda will come for a visit once we open 
our sanctuary for in person worship so 
that everyone can thank you in person for 
being there for us when we needed 
someone. 
 
 
NEW MEDIA PERSON: 
Please welcome Nick Moody as our new 
media person.  Nick is a graduate of 
Oxford Hills Comprehensive High School 
and a graduate of Emerson College and 
has media experience.  He has moved 
back to Norway after spending time in the 
other L/A and has produced videos and 
work in that field on different projects.  
Nick comes on board as of January 4th 
and we will be connecting him with our 
worship team and he will be producing 
our Sunday services starting with the 
January 10th service. 
 
MISSION NEWS 
 
 
2020 has certainly been a 
challenging year for all of us at SCC and 
the Mission Committee is so thankful for 
the wonderful support the church family  
and friends have given our Mission 
Budget, special offerings and outreach 
projects.  As we reported in the December 
Seconch we were able to fulfill our 
budget commitments and made several 
additional gifts to area food pantries. Now 
we are delighted to report on our two 
projects in December. 
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THE CHRISTMAS FUND:  The special 
offering for UCC's The Christmas Fund 
for retired ministers and church 
employees received donations of $555 
plus another $100 from our Mission 
Budget for a total of $655.   
 
 
 
HEIFER PROJECT 
INTERNATIONAL:  Generous 
donations, totalling $650 were also 
received for Heifer Project 
International.  The $650 we received will 
be used to send 3 goats, 1 Hope Basket, 3 
honeybee hives, 5 flocks of chicks, 1 
flock of ducks, and one share each for a 
goat, chicks, and garden seeds to families 
in developing nations who are striving to 
become self sufficient and also able to 
earn some income for their family or give 
an animal to a neighbor to help their 
family. 
 
The Mission Committee thanks all who 
supported these outreach projects and we 
are especially thankful for your support 
this year.  With worship still  
virtual/remote as we start the new year of 
2021 the committee will be trying to 
determine how we will go  forward with 
our projects.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Online Auctions 
 
We hope to have more online auctions 
in 2021.  If you have any items at  
your house that you would like to 
donate, please bring them to Church. 
We will put them to good use and help 
raise funds for our Church. 
 
 
Welcome in the New Year with bible study on 
Zoom every Thursday at 12:30pm.  
 
All are welcome to attend Zoom bible study 
hosted by the Second Congregational Church of 
Norway, held every Thursday at 12:30pm. No 
prior knowledge of the Bible required!  
From the comfort of your home, enjoy this 
opportunity to connect with others as we reflect 
on scripture and learn about the bible.  
 
How to join the Zoom bible study Thursdays at 
12:30: 
 
Bible study link: 
https://zoom.us/j/91113041323?pwd=SXo2SVd
PWCt2aFBIM3BjelVFR3NwUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 911 1304 1323 
Password: 324675 
 
If you are joining by phone, dial this number:  +1 
646 558 8656 US  
 
Please feel free to contact our bible study leader 
ahead of time if you have ANY questions about 
the Bible study or about using Zoom. Susan 
Prindall 508-930-3234. syprindall@gmail.com.  
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Youth and Family Team 
 
It seemed nice to finally get together some of the church kids again, as we completed a masked/socially 
distanced Heifer ornament making session this month.  The kids made many different kinds of ornaments 
to sell to raise money for the Heifer Project.  The weather did limit sales, as the outside wreath sale was 
canceled the second weekend, so we have plenty left if anyone is looking to add to their collection for 
next year.   

 
A big thank you Kelsey Wood for taking on the Virtual Christmas Pageant this year, and to all the 
children, youth and families who took time out of their schedules this holiday season to be recorded for 
the delightful Christmas pageant.  If you missed it, you can still see it at 

 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/Seconch or there is a link from our website WWW.SECONCH.ORG. 

 
The Youth Group again adopted a local family for Christmas.  Thank you to all who donated toys, 
clothing and money towards an oil delivery.  The family was very  
appreciative. 
 

 
 
As we head into the new year, after this long, difficult year, here is praying all the people in our church 
family move forward making this world a better place by the acts of kindness they complete, the 
compassionate, encouraging words they say, and by making sure those they cherish, know.   
Peace and Love to You All,  Melissa Wood
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 JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 
3rd   Veronica Knight 
8th   Norman Emery 
19th Breta Howe 
22nd Stephanie Emery 
28th Benjamin Wood 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS  

 
John, Tim and Andrew Ellis on 
the loss of Karen, The Gibson 
family on the loss of Jane,  the 

Detert family on the loss of Bill, 
Cordelia and Bea, Arlin Bigelow, Mel 

Brink (Debbie Fickett’s father), 
Zachary (Judy and Tere Porter’s 

grandson), Dorothy Hobbs, Martha 
Farrington, Helen Heath, David 

Porter, John Higgins, Jane Munn, 
Hope Millett, Cupe Gross (Annie 

Tilsley’s mom), and P.J. Allen 
  

 

 

 

 

Church Council  
Moderator, Pam Davison 
Collector, Carolyn Baker 
Treasurer – Jane Munn 

Shirli Allen Heald, Deb Ladner, 
Mary-Jane Robichaud, Foster 

Shibles, Deb Fickett, Linda 
Porter (member at large) 

Trustees  
Deb Ladner, Keith Ladner, 

Foster Shibles,  Buck Gouin, 
Melssa Wood, John Ellis, Randy 

Butters.   Beth Kane (I) 
Spiritual Life & Leadership 
Shirli-Allen Heald, Christina 

Bigelow, Mary-Jane Robichaud, 
Mickie Shibles, Melissa Wood 

Deacons 
Jody Deegan, Robert & Debbie 

Fickett, Laura Gouin, Chad 
Pendexter, Mary-Jane 

Robichaud, Mary Gatchell, 
Christina Bigelow, Michele 

Johnson, Jon Ladd. 
Mission Committee 

Mickie Shibles, Linda Porter, 
Jane Munn, Bruce Davison, 

Trudy Brown. 
Youth and Family Team 

Melissa Wood, Annie Tilsley 
Stewardship 

Deb Ladner, John Ellis, Jean 
Saunders, Dave Porter 

Church Staff 
Designated Term Minister: 

Sharon Rankin  
Director of Music: Shirli Allen 

Heald 
Organist/Pianist: Elaine Emery, 

Ed Baldridge 
 

Office Hours 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. to noon 

or by appointment. 
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